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Jubilee Year 2025 - “Pilgrims of Hope” 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Year A - 28 December 

“Among Christian families, nothing 

more salutary nor efficacious can be 

imagined than the example of the Holy 

Family, where are to be found all domestic virtues in 

perfection and completeness.” - Pope Leo XIII 

Entrance Antiphon: The shepherds went with haste, and 

found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. 

First Reading Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

A reading from the Book of Sirach 

The Lord honours the father in his children, and upholds the 

rights of a mother over her sons. Whoever respects his 

father is atoning for his sins, he who honours his mother is 

like someone amassing a fortune. Whoever respects his 

father will be happy with children of his own, he shall be 

heard on the day when he prays. Long life comes to him 

who honours his father, he who sets his mother at ease is 

showing obedience to the Lord. My son, support your father 

in his old age, do not grieve him during his life. Even if his 

mind should fail, show him sympathy, do not despise him 

in your health and strength; for kindness to a father shall 

not be forgotten but will serve as reparation for your sins. 

The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 127:1-5 

R: Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in His 

ways. 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in His 

ways! By the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will 

be happy and prosper. R.  

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, around your table. R. 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life! 

R. 

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-21 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

You are God’s chosen race, His saints; He loves you and 

you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness 

and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one 

another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The 

Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all 

these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put 

on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, 

because it is for this that you were called together as parts 

of one body. Always be thankful. 

   Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home 

with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all 

wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and 

hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do 

anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him. 

   Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the 

Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them with 

gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, 

because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, never 

drive your children to resentment or you will make them 

feel frustrated. 

The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation Colossians 3:15, 16 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, and the fullness of His message live within you. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the 

Child and His mother with you, and escape into Egypt, 

and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to 

search for the Child and do away with Him.’ So Joseph 

got up and, taking the Child and His mother with him, left 

that night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was 

dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through 

the prophet:  

I called My son out of Egypt. 

   After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the Child 

and His mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, 

for those who wanted to kill the Child are dead.’ So 

Joseph got up and, taking the Child and His mother with 

him, went back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt 

that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as ruler of 

Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a 

dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he settled in 

a town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken 

through the prophets were to be fulfilled: 

He will be called a Nazarene. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Communion Antiphon: Our God has appeared on the 

earth, and lived among us. 

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible 



PARISH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK 

Mon, 29 December & Fri, 2 January - 8am to 1pm 

Tues, 30 December - 8am to 12pm 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE 
CLERGY AND THE PARISH 

1st Collection: Presbytery (for support of priest) 

BSB 082105 Account No. 001023550 

Account Name:   Sacred Heart Presbytery Inverell  

 Savings Ac. 

2nd Collection: Church upkeep, maintenance, expenses 

BSB 082105 Account No. 001013072  

Account Name:    Sacred Heart Parish Inverell 

For those on the Planned Giving Program could you please 

quote your surname and envelope number for the reference. 

   If you wish to join the planned giving program, please 

contact the parish office. 

PARISH FINANCES 

Thank you to all who contribute each week to the 

collections, either electronically or in person. The parish 

has benefitted by the generosity of those who have 

been able to increase their contribution and those who 

supported the recent Christmas raffle. 

   MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

We pray for: Repose of all those whose death anniversary 

occurs at this time, especially Bridie & Arthur Kennedy; 

Repose of all souls in Purgatory. 

the Recently Deceased: Justin O’Brien, Sue O’Brien, Florence 

Kennedy. 

the sick: Jennifer Wheeler, Francis McPhee, Christina O’Brien, 

Chris Perceval, Julie Daley, Christopher Pay, Lara Bentley, 

Elizabeth Albany, Fr David Crabb, Rebecca Lane, Brian Barker, 

and all the sick members of our parish. 

Please contact the Parish Office to add or remove names to/

from the Sick List. 

Visits to the Homebound and the Sick: Please contact Fr Paul 

at email frpchandler@armidale.catholic.org.au or call 

02 6722 1103. 

PARISH NOTICES & EVENTS 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 

Farewell Morning Tea for Fr Paul: Sun 4 Jan 2026, 10am 

Welcome Morning Tea for Fr Juvi: Sun 11 Jan 2026, 10am 

Sunday Sausage Sizzle: Sun 11 Jan 2026, after Mass 

Pastoral Council: Wed TBA 2026, 5.00pm 

Liturgy Committee: Sat Jan 17th  2026, 9.00am 

Finance Committee: Wed TBA 2026, 4.00pm 

Altar Society Roster For December: Shirley Kenny, Margaret 

Moroney, Anne Dale 

Reflection: This Sunday’s reflection may be read on the parish 

website (Resources>Parish News) or on the parish Facebook 

page on Sunday morning. 

Weekday Liturgy Schedule (including Confession times): This 

can be found at the noticeboard in the church, on the parish 

Sunday Missal (Red Missal) for Sunday Mass: 

 Proper of Mass, Pg 167 

 Preface I, II or III of the Nativity of the Lord, Pg 28-29 

 Eucharistic Prayer No. 1, Pg 61 

Weekday Missal (Blue Missal) for Weekday Masses: (Mon) Pg 

92 or 2210; (Tues) Pg 95; (Wed) Pg 98 or 2213; (Thurs) Pg 1525; 

(Fri) Pg 1528; (Sat) Pg 1532 

website, and is also emailed out with the parish bulletin. If 

you would like to be added to the email list, please send 

an email to the parish office with your request. This 

reduces printing costs. 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God - 1 January 

On this day we honour the Blessed Virgin Mary under her 

title of Mother of God. It is a special day on which we, as 

Pope Paul VI said in his Apostolic Letter Marialis Cultus, 

“commemorate the part played by Mary in this mystery of 

salvation. It is meant also to exalt the singular dignity 

which this mystery brings to the ‘holy Mother...through 

whom we were found worthy to receive the Author of life.’ 

It is likewise a fitting occasion for renewing adoration of 

the newborn Prince of Peace, for listening once more to 

the glad tidings of the angels, and for imploring from God, 

through the Queen of Peace, the supreme gift of peace.”  

Plenary Indulgences 

On Dec 31st and Jan 1st, the Church offers the opportunity 

to obtain plenary indulgences as a sign of God’s mercy and 

the divine desire for our sanctification. Under the normal 

conditions a plenary indulgence is offered by publically 

reciting the Te Deum on Dec 31st and the Veni Creator 

Spiritus pn January 1st. 

   Also those who devoutly receive the Pope’s blessing Urbi 

et Orbi either through radio, television or the internet also 

receive a plenary indulgence. 

Blessing of Epiphany Chalk 

Next weekend Fr Paul will bless chalk for those who wish to 

take some home to mark the lintel of their front door.  

Winners of the Christmas Raffle 

1st Prize: Wendy Baldwin 2nd Prize: John McCormick 

3rd Prize: Noel McCosker 4th Prize: Pat Mather 

5th Prize: Liz Wade 6th Prize: Lynne Pratt 

7th Prize: Fe Araojo 8th Prize: Marion Fitzgerald 

9th Prize: Margaret Wales 10th Prize: Hugueth Rossel 

11th Prize: Bernie Graham 12th Prize: Tony King 

13th Prize: Liz Dawson 14th Prize: Sarah Turner 

If you haven’t already collected your prize, please see Peter 

at the parish office during normal office hours or Fr Paul. 

Farewell Morning Tea for Fr Paul Chandler 

Next Sunday, 4 January, will be Fr Paul’s last day in the 

parish. After the 9am Mass we will hold a farewell morning 

tea so parishioners may say their goodbyes. All are 

welcome to attend. Please bring a plate of delicacies to 

share. 

Jubilee Indulgence: see the noticeboards. 


