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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A - 25 January 2026 

“The lamp set upon the lamp 

stand is Jesus Christ, the true 

light from the Father, the light 

that enlightens every man who 

comes into the world.” 

- St Maximus the Confessor 

Entrance Antiphon: O sing a 

new song to the Lord; sing to the 

Lord, all the earth. In His presence are majesty and 

splendour, strength and honour in His holy place. 

First Reading Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the 

land of Naphtali, but in days to come He will confer glory 

on the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province 

of the nations. 

   The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; 

on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has 

shone.  

   You have made their gladness greater, You have made 

their joy increase; they rejoice in Your presence as men 

rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy when they are 

dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on him, 

the bar across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these 

You break as on the day of Midian. 

The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 26:1, 4, 13-14 

R: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

1. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 

fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom 

shall I shrink? R.  

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, to 

live in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life, to 

savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold His temple. R. 

3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of 

the living. Hope in Him, hold firm and take heart. Hope in 

the Lord! R. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, to make up the differences between you, and 

instead of disagreeing among yourselves, to be united 

again in your belief and practice. From what Chloe’s 

people have been telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear 

that there are serious differences among you. What I mean 

are all these slogans that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I 

am for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has 

Christ been parcelled out? Was it Paul that was crucified 

for you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul? 

   For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the 

Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of 

philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be 

expressed. 

The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the 

kingdom, and healed all who were sick. Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to 

Galilee, and leaving Nazareth He went and settled in 

Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and 

Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be 

fulfilled: Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! Way of the 

Sea on the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations! The 

people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; on 

those who dwell in the land and shadow of death a light 

has dawned. From that moment Jesus began His preaching 

with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

close at hand.’ 

   As He was walking by the Sea of Galilee He saw two 

brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother 

Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net, 

for they were fishermen. And He said to them, ‘Follow Me 

and I will make you fishers of men.’ And they left their 

nets at once and followed Him. 

   Going on from there He saw another pair of brothers, 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in 

their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 

and He called them. At once, leaving the boat and their 

father, they followed Him. 

   He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom 

and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the 

people. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Communion Antiphon: Look toward the Lord and be 

radiant; let your faces not be abashed. 

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible 

 



PARISH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK 

Tues, 27 January - 8am to 12pm 

Fri, 30 January - 8am to 1pm 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE 
CLERGY AND THE PARISH 

1st Collection: Presbytery (for support of priest) 

BSB 082105 Account No. 001023550 

Account Name:   Sacred Heart Presbytery Inverell  

 Savings Ac. 

2nd Collection: Church upkeep, maintenance, expenses 

BSB 082105 Account No. 001013072  

Account Name:    Sacred Heart Parish Inverell 

For those on the Planned Giving Program could you please 

quote your surname and envelope number for the reference. 

   If you wish to join the planned giving program, please 

contact the parish office. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

We pray for: Repose of all those whose death anniversary 

occurs at this time; Repose of all souls in Purgatory. 

the Recently Deceased: Justin O’Brien, Sue O’Brien. 

the sick: Peter O’Reilly, Barbara Lane, Jennifer Wheeler, 

Christina O’Brien, Chris Perceval, Julie Daley, Christopher Pay, 

Lara Bentley, Elizabeth Albany, Fr David Crabb, Rebecca Lane, 

Brian Barker, and all the sick members of our parish. 

Please contact the Parish Office to add or remove names to/

from the Sick List. 

Visits to the Homebound and the Sick: Please contact Fr Juvi 

at email fr.j.coronel@armidale.catholic.org.au or call 

02 6722 1103. 

PARISH NOTICES & EVENTS 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 

Finance Council: Wed 28 Jan 2026, 4.00pm 

Sunday Morning Tea: Sun 8 Feb 2026, after Mass 

Liturgy Committee: Sat 21 Feb 2026, 9.00am 

Pastoral Council: Wed TBA 2026, 5.00pm 

Altar Society Roster For January: Ann Tubb & Rhonda 

McGregor 

Reflection: This Sunday’s reflection may be read on the parish 

website (Resources>Parish News) or on the parish Facebook 

page on Sunday morning. 

Weekday Liturgy Schedule (including Confession times): This 

can be found at the noticeboard in the church, on the parish 

website, and is also emailed out with the parish bulletin. If 

you would like to be added to the email list, please send an 

email to the parish office with your request. This reduces 

printing costs. 

Australia Day Mass - Monday 26 January 

Our parish will observe Australia Day with the 

celebration of Holy Mass at 9.00am. All are 

welcome to join us in praying for peace and unity 

in our nation. Australia Day Proper of Mass in 

Weekday Missal Pg No. 1562. 

Sunday Missal (Red Missal) for Sunday Mass: 

 Proper of Mass, Pg 401 

 Preface I-VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time, Pg 40-43 

 Eucharistic Prayer No. 1, Pg 61 or No. 3, Pg 72 

Weekday Missal (Blue Missal) for Weekday Masses: Year 

2 Ordinary Time 

Entrustment of Australia to Mary, Help of 

Christians 

O Immaculate Mary, Help of Christians, 

Queen of Heaven and earth, and tender 

Mother of humanity, we entrust to you our 

nation, Australia, and all who live in this 

country. We commit to your intercession all 

the members of our community, beginning 

with the weakest ones, from the unborn to the sick, the 

disabled and the elderly. We commit to you our families, 

our young and old, and all who are vulnerable. Reign over 

us, Mother of God, and teach us how to make the Heart of 

Jesus reign and triumph in us and around us, as it has 

reigned and triumphed in you. Amen.  

Blessing of Candles 

On 31st Jan at the 6pm Mass and 1st Feb at the 9am Mass 

there will be the blessing of candles in anticipation of the 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on Monday 2 Feb. 

Parishioners may bring their own candles to have them 

blessed. There will be no parish Mass on 2 February as all 

priests will be in Armidale for the Sacred Ordination to the 

Diaconate of Mr Allem Alba and Br Maximilian Streher. 

Palms Required 

The ashes used on Ash Wednesday are traditionally made 

from the blessed palm branches from the previous year’s 

Palm Sunday. Parishioners are asked to return their palms 

from last year to the church by 8 February so they may be 

burned for Ash Wednesday. Please place the palms in the 

collection baskets provided at the church entrances. 

Ministry Volunteers Needed 

We are in need of more volunteers for the Saturday 

Vigil Mass. The ministry roles needing to be filled are: 

Data Projector Operators, Offertory, and readers of 

Prayers of the Faithful. There is also a need for a few 

more volunteers for Sunday Mass. If you can help 

please fill in your details on the Volunteer Sign-up 

Forms at the entrances to the Church. 

Altar Servers 

We are in need of more altar servers. Could those 

interested, or parents of those interested, please get 

in contact with the parish office or Fr Juvi so we may 

organise the training (if necessary) and to complete 

the necessary registration forms. 


